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bottles well insulated with towels may also be used. 

The latter two do not produce consistent heat and 

increase the risk of burns and overheating. Electric 

heating pads are not recommended for the same 

reason.  

Cold puppies will huddle together, pile on top of 

each other, and cry more, whereas if they are 

widely separated, they are probably hot. The 

environmental temperature can be reduced to 27°c 

after 1 week, then to 22°c after 4 weeks.  

 

HOW DO I FEED NEWBORN PUPPIES? 

There are many commercial milk formulas available 

for puppies (eg Di-Vetelact and Wombaroo Puppy 

Milk Replacer), and these will have feeding guides 

as to how much to feed depending on the age of 

the puppies. Make sure bottles and teats are 

sterilised between uses in boiling water. A small 

animal nursing bottle should be used to feed the 

puppies. A syringe or eyedropper is not 

recommended. They can be used in an urgent 

situation where a bottle is not available, but it is 

essential to deliver the liquid into the mouth slowly 

to prevent choking. 

 

For various reasons, puppies sometimes need to be 

hand raised. This can be because of illness or death 

of the mother or can be required if the mother 

rejects the pups. Supplemental feeding may be 

required with litters larger, or when the mother is 

unable to produce enough milk.  

COLOSTRUM 

Puppies acquire some immunity to disease from 

their mother before and shortly after birth. Some of 

the mother’s antibodies cross the placenta and 

enter the puppy’s circulation, but most antibodies 

are provided in first milk or colostrum. These 

‘maternal antibodies’ protect the puppies against 

the diseases to which the mother is immune. 

Although very protective, maternal antibodies only 

last a few weeks. After this time, the puppy 

becomes susceptible to disease. 

If the puppies are unable to get colostrum from 

mum, there is an artificial replacement called 

Impact. Impact must be given within the first 48 

hours of life.  

WHAT KIND OF ENVIRONMENT DO NEWBORN 

PUPPIES REQUIRE? 

Puppies should be placed in a crate or box lined 

with towels or another cleanable warm material. 

Bedding should be cleaned regularly (2 – 3 times a 

day) or when soiled. Since puppies less than 2 

weeks of age are unable to maintain their own 

body temperature, they must be kept in an 

environment at 29 to 32°c. Their rectal temperature 

at birth is 35.6 to 36.1°c, increasing gradually to 

37.8°c by 1 week of age. Sometimes an individual 

room can be sufficiently warmed, but more 

commonly a heat source is put in the box to 

maintain an optimum environmental temperature. 

The box should be large enough for the puppies to 

move away from the heat source if they are too 

hot. Heat lamps are the preferred source of 

warmth. Focal heat sources such as circulating hot 

water blankets, warmed oat bags and hot water 
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Recommendations for feeding puppies vary from 

feeding every 2 – 6 hours. The first 3 days of life are 

the most critical. The intensive feeding schedules 

are best for the pups but are obviously more 

difficult for owners to do. A practical compromise 

is; during the first week feed every 2 – 3 hours 

during the day up until midnight, and then at 4am 

and 8am. If all is going well, reduce feeding to every 

4 hours during the second week, and to every 6 

hours during the third and forth weeks. The exact 

schedule will vary with the amount the animal 

takes in at each feeding and its state of health.  

 

 


